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NATURE CONSERVATION AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (11.18 pm): We will be opposing this bill tonight. The members 
opposite should really hang their heads in shame because they are inflicting another dagger to the heart 
of confidence of Queensland’s economy, Queensland’s tourism industry and also the people in our 
community in Western Queensland and those who operate on grazing leases in terms of security of 
tenure. Many speakers tonight have spoken about the effect that this bill will have on graziers in certain 
parts of Queensland who have been grazing on term leases in areas of national park estate. I want to 
confine my comments mainly to the effect this bill will have on the Nature Conservation Act in relation 
to the national park estate, in particular, the purposes for the use of national parks for ecotourism and 
other economic opportunities.  

We need to remember that in the 2013 amendments to the act the primary purpose of the act 
was never changed. The primary purpose of the act has always been for the conservation of nature in 
our national park estates. As a member who represents a significant part of the national park estate 
here in southern Queensland—with Lamington National Park and bordering the Springbrook National 
Park, the Main Range National Park, the Border Ranges National Park, the Moogerah Peaks National 
Park and the Mount French National Park—I have a stake in conserving our national park estate. The 
purpose of our national park estate is the conservation of nature, but we also need to ensure that people 
in our community can enjoy that nature. Part of being able to enjoy nature is the development of facilities 
within those national parks.  

I was joined by the Minister for National Parks last year at O’Reilly’s in Lamington National Park 
on the centenary of the declaration of Lamington National Park, and may I say to all members in the 
House that we are very lucky that in 1915 we did not have the Labor Party of 2016 in government in 
this state. The facilities that we all enjoy at O’Reilly’s, Binna Burra and many other facilities in national 
parks would not have existed if the Labor Party of today was in government in 1915, because they 
would have locked it up and thrown away the key and there would not have been any development 
whatsoever. Next time members opposite are up there having another love-in at O’Reilly’s, remember 
that it is economic development that has enabled everybody in the last 100 years to enjoy Lamington 
National Park.  

What we proposed in 2013 was in accordance with those principles of nature conservation while 
also allowing the public and tourists from both interstate and overseas to enjoy the natural heritage that 
we have here in Queensland. To shut the gate, lock it up and say that there is not going to be any more 
development at all in our national parks is a terrible sign to all people in our economy who may want to 
do something in our national parks, because businesses do not last forever. It is very unfortunate, but 
there are businesses that sometimes go broke, and when that happens are we to say that nothing is to 
come in its place?  
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We have had upgrades of facilities in national parks. According to some of the Greens, is that 
development that should not go ahead? The members opposite may agree with that when they look at 
the fact that, when we came to office in 2012, the number of rangers in our national parks had been 
stripped down and was so bare that there was one for every 12,000 square kilometres. It was not the 
LNP that did that; it was the Labor Party, which was in government for 14 years to 2012. When they 
say they are the guardians of our national parks, I do not believe them because they allowed feral pests 
and weeds to come about in our national park estate and they did not do anything about it. They locked 
it up, threw away the key and said ‘Just let it go,’ because that is what the greenies wanted for their 
preferences. That is a disgrace, that is not what our community wants and it is a poison pill to all 
industries, not just tourism.  

When I spoke to the Nature Conservation and Other Legislation Amendment Bill in 2013, I 
recognised that the conservation of nature was the primary focus of the Nature Conservation Act but 
that there were other purposes that our protected estate could be used for. We enacted a number of 
reforms to give it broader objectives. Nature conservation would remain the primary objective, but there 
were supplementary objectives. The commercial use of national parks to a limited extent has been 
around for the last 100 years, and none of us in this House want to see the proliferation of commercial 
activities. We all recognise the unique characteristics of our national parks, and we need to recognise 
that that was never the intent of the 2013 amendments. Under a range of conditions, and with the 
overriding objective that the conservation of nature would be the primary objective, we needed to 
provide a framework for future developments to take place if they were deemed appropriate.  

My connection to the national parks is rather personal—as I said, I represent a lot of them—but 
let us not forget the neglect of the Labor Party of our national park estate. The minister added some 
parts to our estate around the Numinbah Valley in the electorate of Mudgeeraba last year, and that is 
another few thousand hectares that need to be managed by this government and future governments 
as well. The minister needs to ensure that appropriate resources are put towards maintaining that 
estate, but we also need to look for opportunities from outside sources to look after that estate if need 
be.  

I think that I have almost said enough here tonight. We will vigorously oppose this bill, but I just 
want to make one more point. If there was ever a need to see more evidence of the arrogance of this 
government, and in particular the Minister for Tourism, I think we saw it here tonight. The member for 
Hervey Bay made a very valid point in his second reading speech about an issue that was of great 
importance to the tourism industry for Fraser Island and for the Fraser Coast, while the Minister for 
Tourism sat across on the other side and said that she was more interested in the conversation she 
was having with her colleague than listening to the member for Hervey Bay and his legitimate concerns 
about the tourism industry. That is a disgrace, and I say to the people who live in Hervey Bay and the 
people of Fraser Island and the Fraser Coast who depend on the tourism industry that these people on 
this side of the House in the LNP listen to their concerns about the tourism industry and our national 
parks, and we will not dismiss the concerns of their local members or their communities like the Minister 
for Tourism has tonight. 

 


